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AN ATTEMPT, &c. 


A period has arrived, with the return of a pros- 
perous agriculture and commerce, when the n ind 
of every citizen must be more or less occ up: c om 
the subject of extending the principles ot s t-,0- 
vernment in this Territory. Within the limi: of 
the United States republican institutions hau n et 
with a ‘success beyond the expectation ot obeir 
warmest admirers, and to the utter disappointn cnt 
of their theoretic opposers. “They have becon« so 
interwoven with the sentiments, habits and growth 
of the people, that we have the most just expectati- 
on that they will ever be cherished. 

[t is, therefore, no matter of surprise, that the 
temporary expedint Gf territorial government 
should be endured with some impztience, and the 
purer principles of a permanent system sought with 
anxiety and solicitude. Butit ought to be remem- 
bered, that the sy stem, for which our territorial go- 
vernment may be exchanged, will as to the “mits 
it may embrace, be permanent and unalterable. It 
is not only to affect us in all our interests and rela- 
tons ; but posterity will share the beneficial effects 
of our wisdom, or regret our want of discernment. 

The subject, therefore, ofa change of govern- 
ment, becomes one of vast consequence, and de- 
serves the serious and deliberate attention of every 
citizen. Jt deserves an impartial consideration in- 
dependent of the local and adventitious politics of 
the day——these will pass away —but the system to 
be adopted is expected to endure for ages. 

The enquiry then, whether this Territory shall go 
into a state govcrument, with its present limits is, 
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one nf the deepest inierest to every person: and 
„am effort ro clucidate an enquirv, so interesting, 
mav not be unacceptable, however humble the ate 
ten'pr. 

We have formed the deliberate opinion, that nas 
ture never intended the present limits of this Terri. 
tory to be embraced in one State; and, if it were 
_ effected, that the interests and welfare of each por- 
- ton of the Territory would be jeopardized, and 
the seeds sown of enduring dissention and animosie 
ty. 

‘fhe Territory consists of three principal sections 
ot country : First, the counties on the Mississippi, 
king west œ Pear! River x extending to about the 
33d. degree of North latitude: Secondly, the 
counties on Tombighee, Allabama and Mobile: 
Thirdly, Madison county. The distance between 
the first and second 1s nearly three hundred miles, 
and between the first and third more than four hun- 
dred miles, wih two Indian nations intervening. 
Be ween these sections of country there is no nae 
tural or commercial connection—no community of 
interests or pursuits: the situation and quality of 
the soil preclude the hope, that there ever should he 
a connected population between the first and second 
sections of country; and the intervening Indian 
nations forbid it between the first and third. The 
inhabitants of each are strangers to those of the o- 
ther; and they only meet who are selected to carry 
on the operations of the territorial government, 
much complained of for bringing about that incon- 
YENIE NCE. 

These districts have been thrown together fortui- 
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- tously, by Congress, for the immediate purposts of 
" temporary government—they never had any natu. 
ral or political connection previously: but as ley 
came within the jurisdiction of the United § es 
bv the cession or relinquishment of Spain, or xere 
populated by an unexpected migration, were thus 
temporarily disposed of, without reference to natu- 
ral t ouudaries or connections—therefore no'ancient 
limits can be prescribed for, as having fitly encom- 
passed them. SE x 

From the unconnected situation of these districts 
they must be expected’ ever remik, in some 
measure, separate communities, with separate and 
distinct mterests, never to be brought in unison. 
What will be their baleful effects when brought 
together under a state government ? ‘The assess- 
ment of a revenue will be made with jealous partia- 
lity, collected with waste, and appropriated, not 
for thę uggrandisement of the stąte, but for pur- 
poses, which will continue and perpetuate dissens 
tions. Each section, as i's majority may happen, 
will take to itself every thing in turn. Has it oc- 
curred to any onè where the seat of government 
will be, where the sessions of a supreme or appel. 
late court will be held, and where the sites of a 
college and public schools ? They, most probably, 
would be migratory, fixed by one majority at vast 
expence, and removed by another at equal expence, 
If it were endeavored, for sake of theory, to ascer-` 
tain the most Central situation, it would probably 
be found in the Chactaw nation. | 

At present the seat of government is near the 
Mississippi. But under a ‘state government, ‘em. 
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jsracing the present territorial limits, can the inha- 
b tints of the counties on the Mississippi flatter 
themselves that it would be continued among them 
for a single year? The increasing numbers of the 
other sections of country would furnish a majority 
to remove it to Tombigbee, Mooile or to a more 
distant place. The supreme or appellate court, 
undcr the state government, would, of course, fol- 
low it: and the same majority could not be ex. 
pected to leave Jefferson college, or any other pub- 
lic institution of learning. ‘The revenue, derived 
from the indtstry and wealth of the inhabitants in 
the counties near the Mississippi, would be ex- 
pended in a section of couniry, with which they 
would |: +e only a forced connection through the 
mal-confirmation of their government. The great 
inconvenience, in having all the legislative and ex- 
ecutive operations of the government carried on at 
so great a distance, would be most severely felt.— 
But could it be endured, that all the important 
causes, involving life, liberty and property, should 
be determined in the last resort at either of those 
distant places, or in Madison county ? Would not 
an immediate depression in the value of Jands in 
the Mississippi portion of country take place ? In 
fact, would not this section of country, whilst it 
endured a severe taxation, lose nearly all the ad- 
vantages and uwlessings of self-government 2— 
Might it not, with as much convenience, be ap- 
pended to the state of Georgia, or to either of the 
Carolinas? But if it were even believed by the 
peopie on the Mississippi, that the seat of govern. 
Fpent and sites of public institutions might be re- 


tained among pea ie inhabitants of the othef 


districts would experience the same inconvenience 


and oppression, which those on the Mississippi , 


would avoid: and, in either event, the most ran- 
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corous jealousięs, and animosities would ensue. 


The local prejudices of detaćlied communities, une 
fitly brougłi together; are strong:and unconquera- 
ble. | Wethink we might, with confidence, appeal, 
to our most intelligent citiżenś from evety pari of - 
the Territory, who havć been selected as legislators; 
if they have not observed, the operation ofthese pre: © 
judices in our territorial assemblis? We belieye 
they would reply, that they had, with regret, mark- 
ed the progress of those local prejudices and jea: 
łóusies, which ‘had cóntributed much to ‘the -hin- 
drance of public business: and to the annoyance, of 
general measures; and which had introduced 4 
sy stem of bartering ‘one local measure; unconriected 
with the general interests, for another of similar im- 
port. | It is iot ifitended,'By these observations, to 
cast éven a shade/of reflection *oh former legisla- 
tures. The error is not attributed to their motives; 
bit to the system of limits, which brought toges’ 
ther the heterogenious interests. To what other. 
cause can be attributed the unpresperous courść 
of dur tetritorial government ? Systems have. been 
adopted and abandoned, laws enacted, amended 
and repealed, witha profusion, that would seem tó 
estimate them of little value-—local laws and mea- 
sures exchatiged by one district for similar expe- 
dients for another, with the rapidity of a driving- 
trade, Mauch revenue hau been collected —taxes 
have been high, and the people have paii theni: 
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But no monument to adorn,. 87 Gonvenience to-the _., 
country, is left to show their: application, We, 
have no public buildings, or institutions endowed .. 
by. legislative munificence + Or jails are not suffi- , 
ciently strong to restrain run-away. slaves—and gut, - 
court-houses and public roads would, seem, ta ine, 
dicate a country in poverty : as to public schools, . 
we have none. Let it again be repeated, that,; 
these miscarriages are not.attributed tothe motives., 
of the legislators or administrators of our, goy¢rne; ; 
mient :-but:to,thy incongeuoug, interests. embraced: 
within.the present limits af, our, Territory. | 
_Ttis, however, believed, that the.evil can bę res, ; 
midied; and. that the ,best interests of every . pots., 
tion. of the territory, require that, the part of it lying g 
between. Pearl river,and.the. Mississippi, and..ex, 
tending, to. the 33d,’ degree of. North ` Jatitude,. 
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shouid be. annexed to Louisiana and ingorporated,, 
with that state. — a A NE: 
„ Samę.of the advantages of this measure we shall, . 
attempt ta poinkout: but would firgt angiously sos, 
licit every png to examine. minutely, the. bgandgrigs, 
and situation of the country between,the. Mississipe} 
pi ml Pearl river—to consult the maps and; sure, 
veys of it, as if connected with, the, state, of, Lanist 
ana and at will be, foundshat the annexation will 
not add, one mile tą the, present length or. width, of 
that state ; that it will merely square,out. its. form, 
by adding a portion. of country, already „ong. ha 
surrounded by it, and which. hay been seyeres! from 
it bs accident... AU the treg &n -ygable warerg 
of the country, propose ! to .be. annexed, connect 
themselves with she -Mississippi that, great shighq 
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Ray SP tomiette, -Al the staple commodity and 
eveiy article of surplus produce of this part of the 
Tetritóry is borńe to market upon this river and its 
dependent waters+<and it returns all the supplies 
of necessity; convenience or luxury. Its impor. 
tance is @feat beyond calculation. ‘Without it, of 
what vakse or estimation would the whole country 
have been from the Balize to the northern limits of 
this terfitóty ? It Would, most probably, have yet 
been uninhabited by civilized man. But thi 
mighty river is destined to waft as ficha comt 
merce, ås hae ever ton borne upon the waves. 
The products of thé growin’ country, from the AE 
fegheny, to aii almost immeasurable extent west 
and north, are tó deśceni the Mississippi fora mar- 
ket—and the importations, for that vast extent of 
©otfitry; ate to ascend this river to their respective 
deśtinatiofiś. Its navigation, by the invention and 
Inifodliction OF stéam-boats, is improving, with un- 
expected fapidity-<countriés on its borders, once 
consideftd far distant Troi éach other, dre now 
Wwondetfully approximated—Orleans dnd Natchez 
żre already Within two days journey of each ofhet. 
The iiiférést ôf every person from Pearl river te the 
‘Mississippi is dependent on the navigation of the 
latter : and čan the propriety bé doubted of his be- 
coming a member of a state, through the centre of 
which that river should féw ; and participating in 
the governiiićńt, that should havé jurisdiction of its 
“waters frorn its mouth to the 33d. degréé of North 
latitude 7” Evéry one would certainly feel his IA. 
terests more secure, when he participated in their 
management. A: state thus formed would pra: 


( 10 ) 


« i aA RR od 
mise.a growth and prosperity unparalleled, in.the 
rapid advancement of the sister states. of the Union, 
Local jealousies and prejudices could not exist to a 
noxious extent, . Every orte would have the same 
interest, that powerful cement of society, Agri- 
culture and commerce are inseparably connected, 
and dependent on each other for existence. „If the 
state cherished agriculture and fostered commerce, 
the wealth and happiness of every citizen must be 
promoted, as the industry of every one would pare 


U 


ticipate in their blessings, | 


All the commercial relations of the people bee 


tween Pearl river and the Mississippi are, with the 
state of Louisiana; the whole of their surplus pro- 
duce finds its way to New-Orleans either directly 
or indirectly ; a constant intercourse with that state 
is necessarily kept up, and must ever continue.— 
‘Who has not felt the great inconvenience, that be; 
tween countries thus naturally and necessarily, con- 
nected different jurisdictions, systems of Jaws and 
policy should prevail: that his property should be 
subjected to a different rule of decision as it might 
happen to be found on one or the other bank of the 
Mississippi—that the justice of either jurisdic ion 
„shonid be evaded by rowing half across that rive— 
that debts, contracted by the inhabitants of one 
with those of the other, should be subject to differ. 
ent principles of collection as to time and adju ‘ic tp 
tion—tha* property sent to market should be liable 
to attachments and sequestra‘i ns, as ifthe own r 
were an alien and foreigner? “These vexations are 
felt by the people of Louisiana as well as ‘hose of 
„that part of the Territory alluded to: Would it not 
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be most desirable to'do them away, by embracing 
oth countries under one harmonious system of 
laws and policy 2—EvVery inhabitant of the portion 
of Territory, proposed to be annexed, would find 
his property increased in value, and feel his weight 
and consequence, as a citizen of a freć government; 
augmented, when he found himself member of a 
state, that contained so great an emporium of com- 
merce as New-Orleans is destined to be ; that con- 
tained the ultimate market for the products ‘of’ his 
wealth and industry ; that had the great highway 
of commerce passing through its centre, and ‘held 
jurisdiction of that river for a course of more than 
five hundred miles: and when he'rellected, that he 
participated in the governthent of suchia state, and 
possessed all the rights.and immunities it could beż 
stow, he must feel his interest dnd freedom secure 
- and his political destiny most happily casti © 7" 
Hudson river, which traverses the state of. New- 
York, is far inferior to the. Mississippi: but the 
foresight of those, who procured the limits of the an» 
cient province is now apparént—they did not la: 
cate their province on one side of that river leaving 
it as a boundary; but, with a wisdom and. forecast, 
which their posterity now venerate, included that 
great navigable water with all its tributary streams 
within their provincial limits. To this’ circume 
stance, in an eminent degree, the ‘state of New- 
York ows that fapid growth and prosperity which 
thas rendered it the most commercial, wealthy and 
powerful state in the Union: `` j : 
s It may be objected, that in the state, of Louisia- 
ną and that part-of the Territory proposed to bein- 
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` gorporated with it, diferent systems of Jaws, now 
‘prevail; that the former has adhered mostly to the 
~ civil code, while the latter has adopted, to a cone 
siderable extent, the common law of England. — 
‘The great principles of the ciyil law, as far as they 
' are adbered to as a rule of decision and a system of 
written reason in the state of Louisiana, have no 
terrors fora civilized people. Thig system, ag 
containing the, purest principles of justice and-equis 
ty, has been adopted by the nations of civilized 
© Europe, Great Britain excepted ; ang. has insocba 
„ed the name of its legislator * ona fair and everlasts 
„ing monument.” The ameliprąted. principles: of 
the common law are mostly borrowed from the'ci. 
- wil code. But when it is recollected, that the cris 
minal Jaw in all its extent is the same in Louisiana 
and this Territory, that, the mercantile law is the 
same in each, that all contracts are to be governed 
by the laws in force at the time and. place they were 
entered into, and that the principles of lescent, tese 
tamentary disposition, conveyancingand.other great 
rules of property, will be prescribed by. legislative 
acts, but little diversity of laws or.systems will re- 
main to be reconciled. tis, however, confidently 
believed, that. a beautiful and harmonious system, 
eminently adapted to the situation. ofthis country, 
might be.adjnsted from a combination of the purer 
principles of the common. law and civil- code, re- 
jecting the asperities and formal niceties.of the one, 
and the. inapplicable refinements of the other. But 
jt is not necessary to discuss this subject. to show 
the. propriety of the annexation. Itis a subject on 
which the people themselyes..can. safely. devide=«: 
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they will-have the making and adopting of theip 
own laws and systems of jurisprudence, by lrgislas 
tors chosen from among themselves : and. wherę 
- there is no diversity-of interests, pursuits or cons 
nections; it would seem impossible that'any part’ of 
“the community should be. oppressed. by generad 
Jaws or systems of their own formation. | , ` 
_ The union contemplated, with the uniformity of 
jurisprudence pervading the whole state, must bring 
“many and. lasting advantages tothe annexed ‘térriy- 
tory. Commercial capital would be more readily 
v @irculated in it from the-mart of commerce, when 
it was within the same jurisdiction and ‘subject to 
the same laws-—Confidence would be equally eg» 
tended ; and a uniform system of business prevail-— 
Every improvement, . facilitating the easy, inter. 
course ofthis part of the: country with New-Or. 
Jeans, and other parts of the state, also. with the 
western. country, would: be-¢qually beneficial to the 
whole state, therefore encouraged and promoted.= 
The.counties.on the Amite and Péarl rivers would 
share Jatgely .in.these advantages, The improve- 
„ment, of their navigation, roads and highways fo. 
„connect them. immediately with . New-Orleans, 
would raise the.value of their: lands, enhance -the 
„price of their produce, by facilitating.. their access 
to market and permanently, improving „their coun- 
gbryc | , . : . 
It will be. enquired, however, with much” anxie» 
„ty by the fewrand: independent people proposed to 
be incorporated with-the.state of Louisiana, if by 
„that.act any. of their-rights, .which they now enjay 
8 mightacquire, willbe suendered.? ` Anp cer 
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ninty, if one legitimate right or one principle of li. 
ik rty orself government were to be surrendered b 
the union ir onght not totake place. But again let 
it be asked, if any one principle of the purest free. 
dom or legitimate right of stif government would 
be jeopardized? The people of this section of 
country would become the citizens of a free and in- 
dependent state of the Union, with all the privi, 
k pes and immunities of the citizens of any of the 
United States. Every one an elector of his own 
representatives and high officers of trust as' pres, 
scribed by a free constitution ; and every one eligi- 
ble ʻo the highest offices in the state. Does any 
one contemplate that more or greater rights can be 
acquired? ' | AP 
* Again—it will he enquired, ifthe state of Loui- 
siana will consent to receive that part of the terri. 
tory’ we have designated, and incorporate it with 
that state? “It is certain that the assent of the state 
of Louisiana and of Congress would be required te 
effect the proposed measure. It is to be presumed, 
that the great principles of interest, which usuall 
"govern stutes and communities, would have their 
nflneńce upón the state of Louisiana in deciding 
this question : and it is believed that the best in- 
‘terests of that state would call for a unanimous de- 
termination in the affirmative. : 
Louisiana is a barrier and frontier st.te; liable 
to attacks from sea, and invasion by land. To in- 
crease the physical strength of the state by the ace 
Cesion of so large a population as is contemplated 
tó annex, most so far add to the strength and secie 
tity of the state, as to render ita most desirable ac- 
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quisition. In the late invasion of New-Orleans, eves 
ty Louisianian perceived the necessity,‘that the phys 
sical force of this part of the Territory should be 
combined with that of his own state—that the 
wholć, should be moved under one system, 
with an energy directed, by one will; -and 
although, ,on- that qcéasion, the. patriotic Go» 
vernor of this Territory, - by prompt and decisive 
measures, siipplied the defects of political organiza- 
tion in the most efficient manner in his power, yet 
the people of Louisiana have no guarantee for such 
an exécutive Magistrate. or for similar measures on 
a like emergency, . The feelings manifested iq this 
part of the territory, at that juncture, show how hae- 
tural the connection and how intermingled the ine — 
* terests of the two people, Every one felt that his 
deepest interests were at stake ; that dn attack was 
Made, not of a neighboring state, but on his own - 
fire-side. Why should not a people thus situated, 
retutn to their ancient friéndships and hospitalities, 
restore their former connection and combine their 
strength by the indissoluble union of a state go- 
vernment? l m 

_ While the accession of numbers to the state of 
„Louisiana would increase the military strength and 
combine the means of defence, the accession of 
property and wealth would decrease the burther: of 
taxation upon the people. It can hardly be doubt- 
ed, that a state government, embracing the €x*ent 
of country contemplated, could be liberals ada 
ministered without increased expence. Ar addi 
tion:] number of representatives aid senators, in 
proportion to the population of the autexcd ierrié 
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tory, and the enlargement of the judiciary suffici 
Ent to extend it over that territory, would nearly 
cornprise the additional source of expenditure from 
the public treasury: and it is believed that this. 
drain could be supplied by a more judicious ap. 
ak of salaries, and economisińg ih such 
ranches of expenditure as experience should ren= 
der practicable, In the mean time taxation in the 
annexed part of the territory would decrease in the 
Same proportion, K 
By the proposed connection, the wéipht and 
importance of the State of Louisiana would be vast: 
ly increased in the scale of ‘the Union.—-Ad 
increased representation in the House of Represens 
tatives of the United States, instead of a solitary 
member, would impart consequence and influence 
to the State, calculated to secure and protect its 
tights, * The rich growth of the staple commodi- 
ties, and the great advantages in agriculture, na» 
vigation and commerce acquired by the proposed 
union, would soon render Louisiana the most 
Wealthy and prosperous of the United States. — /, 
In extending the free and independent constitu- 
tion of the state of Louisiana fo embrace that part 
of the Territory proposed to beannexed, it is not 
perceived that any change would be effected in that 
instrument derogating from the rights of that state 
as now limitted. It is said to he already contem- 
plated in that state soon to call a convention to make 
such improvements in the minor principles of their 
excellent constitution as experience has pointed out, 
By the assent of Congress and of the Legislature 
of the state of Louisiane, members from this part 
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of the Territory might, at the same time, be sent të 
join in that convention, The constitution of Lou- - 
istana would require but little more than a new de- 
finition of limits, provisions for extending repre- 
sentation and sessions of the Supreme or ‘Appel-- 
late Court to this’ part of the Territory, to become 
applicable to the whole State in the form conteni- 
plated. The establishment of circuit and other 
courts as now organised, in each! coufity to be an- 
nexed, or tipon a more eligible plari would be for 
the consideration of the legislative wisdom, `- 

The form of the state would have such compact- 
ness and conyenience,that it is not perceived where a 
collision of interests could arise. Itis bil eved that a 
majority in the state of Louisiana, as now formed, are ` 
in favor of ‘removing their seat of government toa 
more central situation on the Mississippi; and that: 
it ‘will be located as high up the river as’ Baton- 
Rouge. That site would probably afford equal 
convenience to every part of the state ini the extent 
contemplated, taking into view the great facility of 
intercourse by the Mississippi: anda constitution- 
al provision for a supreme or appellate court in the 
last resort to be holden in the annexed tertitory, as 
is now provided for the district of Oppalusas, 
would afford to every portion of the state, as we 
wish it to be formed, all the convenience and se- 
curity any peuple could enjoy. 

"That the assent of Congress would be yielded to 
the measure catiniot -be - doubted." The United 
States would be more secure by concentrating ina 
barrier and frontier state the military force on the 
Mississippi; it will secure concert in action, and. 
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promote the energy and means of defence. Thè 
people of the western country would experience the 
eneficial effects of the union, in their trade and 
commerce on the Mississippi. Itis now frequent. 
ly unknown to them in what jurisdictign they may 
be transacting their affiirs—and the same transgce 
tions are, some times, ramified into separate go- 
vernmetits, and liable to different modes of pro. 
_ cedure to effect the same object. These expen- 
sive vexations and frequent delays wou d be done 
away by unif rmity of system and exte wt of jurise 

diction. | pa 
It will be proper now to consider the effect that: 
a separation of the Mississippi part of the territory 
would have upon the two remaining sections of 
country: and we doubt not that the „separation 
wonld be equally beneficial to them. But again 
"we must solicit that the maps and surveys of those 
sactións of country be minutely examiued, and 
their boundaries considered, as if actually severed 
fiom the Mississippi part of the territory. It will 
then be ascertained that the second section of coun- 
try by itself, afer deducting the lands of the Creek 
Nation, would form a state of more than twice the 
extent of Louisiana, including that part of the ter- 
ritory proposed to be annexed. The great navi. 
gable waters cf that section of country, the Tome 
bigbee and Alabama, afier traversing a vast extent 
of it, unite in the Mobile and form the great come 
m inication with the ocean. Those navigable was 
te, render that country ind: pendent of the Missie 
ssi oi and wholly disconnect it from the first seca 
tion of country with which at bas been thrown ins 
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go a territory. All its relations and connections of", 
interest and business tend to those navigable 
streams, through which an intercourse is facilitated 
with every part of the world. ‘The seat of govern- 
-ment and the sites of public institutions of the great 
„state to be formed within the limits of that country — 
would naturally be fixed upon some of those navi- 
gable waters so central to its situation. Why 
should those naturat relations.and advantages of the 
country be disturbed or turned into a mischievous 
direction, by connecting it with this part of the tet- 
„ritory, whol’y se parated’ in interest and intercourse ? 
“The great accession of population, which the late 
extinguishment of title to the lands of the Creck 
Nation, must bring within that country, will speedi- 
dy entitle it to a state government, and that under 
every advantage of limits and commercial conveni- 
ence. To connect it in a state with the Mississip- 
pi part of the territory, would deprive it of its na- 
tural advantages and subject it to division at some 
future period, when its navigable waters, instead 
of being left central, might form boundaries of ri- 
val states or territories. i 
‘Madison county is situated north of the river 
Tennessee, and within a short distance óf the capi- — 
tal of that state. Every one must be at a loss to 
conjecture what principle of policy should ever have 
suggested its connection with this part of the territo» 
zy; and, it is presumed, still more at a loss to discover 
what motives of interest or convenience to the peo- 
ple of that county should continue the connection, 
f the geographical situation of that part of the terris 
tory be examined in connection with the contiguous 
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tate of Fennessec, it would seem that the interest, 
and convenience of each pointed to anunion. The 
people of that county may, however, be of opinion, 
from their easy communication with the waters, 
which empty into Mobile, that it would be advan- 
tageous to their commerce to be embraced within 
the limits of a state, which contained such an out- 
let to the ocean, And if such inducements should 
continue the connection of that county with the 
second section of the Territory, the limits of the 
State to be formed would be enlarged much beyond 
the estimation before made ; and the period ofa 
state government accelerated. But canany citizen 
of Madison county discover one motive of interest 
or of possible convenience, which should induce 
the continuance ofa connection of that county with 
this part of the Territory? 

e feel the sincerest conviction that the welfare 
of every portion of the Territory calls for a sever- 
ance of the Mississippi part of it from the other sec- 
tions ; and hope the subject will receive that dis- 
passionate consideration from the people, which its 
great importance deserves. 

It isa question of constitutional limits, in which 
the original rights of the people are vitally affected. 
The limits to embrace a state are prescribed by its 
constitution ; the formation of which pertains to the 
people * in their sovereign and unlimited capacity.” 
This great and salutary principle forms the basis of 
self-government, and creates the vast difference be- 
tween the free institutions in America and the regal 
governments of Europe : in the latter all power is 
derived from the ‘monarch ; justice administered 
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from his benignity, and honors imparted from his, 
bounty : in the former the people in their original 
capacity deleniate their form of government, and 
prescribe its-conatitutional powers, to which every 
branch is subjected : they remain the source of 
power; and the executive, legislative and judicia- 
ry branches, are created. by thé constitution, which 
the people themselves, have formed, It pertains to 
neither of these branches to make anew, alter or 
change the form of government. That act of unli- 
mited sovereignty belongs to the people in their un- 
represented capacity. “This feeble and hasty sketch 
is, therefore, solely addressed to them, not in the 
belief that justice is done to the importance of the 
subject, but in the hope that enquiry will be excited, 
and more able investigation called forth, 
Opposition may be predicted from men in office 
and expectants of public favors under a contempla- 
ted state government with our present limits. But 
if the proposed measure be salutary and promotive _ 
of the interests and happiness of the people, it is ho- 
ped that the patriotism of such will prompt them to 
mingle their pretensions with those of the common 
mass of their fellow citizens—these pretensions can 
be renewed under the auspices ofa powerful and 
well formed state, where the theatre for the display 
of merit will be much enlarged, and the execution 
of offices more extensively beneficial to the commu- 
nitys . p 
We shall close this attempt by suggesting 
to the people of each county, between the Missis- 
- sippi ahd Pearl rivers, the expediency of petitioning 
Congress and the Legislature of Louisiana to effect 
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the object, to which we have endeavored to cali 
their attention. 


Errata —6th page, 16th line from top, for “ confirmation,” 
vead “ conformation. 

8th page, lst line, between the words * ar” and “ convenience,” 
read add” 


3th page, 2nd line in 2nd paragraph, for “ few,” read “free” 
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